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SYNOPSIS  

Understanding main concepts, theories, and phenomena of attention. Familiarize with 

procedures and techniques used in psychology of attention research. Learning to interpret 

and report research results within attention framework. Understanding the role of attention 

in behaviour explanations.  

  

COMPETENCIES  
 

General competencies  

GC1: Know and understand the functions, characteristics and limitations of the different theoretical 

models in psychology.  

GC2: Know and understand the basic laws of the different psychological processes.  

GC4: Know and understand the biological foundations of human behaviour and psychological 

functions.  

GC5: Know and understand the main psychosocial principles of the functioning of groups and 

organizations.  

GC6: Know and understand research methods and data analysis techniques.  

GC15: Know and comply with the requirements of professional ethics in psychology. Know and 

understand the main psychosocial principles of the functioning of groups and organizations.  

 

Transversal competencies  

TC1: Analysis and synthesis.  

TC2: Preparation and defence of properly reasoned arguments.  

TC3: Problem solving and decision making in Psychology.  

TC5: Looking for information and data interpretation on social, scientific and ethical topics related to 

the field of Psychology.  

TC6: Team work and collaboration with other professionals  

TC7: Critical thinking and self- analysis.  

TC9: Communication skills, learning how to communicate ideas to both, professional and non-

professional audiences.  

 

Specific competencies  

SC1: Identify needs and demands of the recipients of work performed by the psychologist in the 

different areas of application.  

SC2: Be able to establish goals of basic psychological action in different contexts, proposing and 

negotiating goals with recipients and interested parties.  

SC4: Be able to describe and measure variables (personality, intelligence and other aptitudes, 

attitudes, etc.) and cognitive, emotional, psychobiological and behavioural processes.  

SC5: Be able to identify differences, problems and needs.  

SC8: Be able to identify group and inter-group problems and needs.  

SC14: Be able to use strategies and techniques to participate in interventions with recipients.  



TEACHING ACTIVITIES  
 

Formal lectures (2h per week): The lecturer will deliver theoretical content.  

Presentations in class: Students will present a short class in teams of about 20 min. This presentation 

should be about the content of a research article about attention and they will also present an 

original idea for an experiment to complete their final assignment (see below).  

Final assignment: Students will complete an original experiment about attention and they will present 

the results in the format of a Poster to be shown in a public session at the end of the curse.  

Tutorials: Students will attend in groups to tutorial sessions in the lecturer’s office to receive orientation 

about their final assignments and any other questions  

Practical sessions in the computer Lab: Students will attend to practical sessions in a computer lab in 

which they will complete experimental task, collect and analyse data demonstrating main 

attentional phenomena explained in the classroom (Stroop, Flanker, Visual Search…etc).  

  

Practical reports will be submitted via the virtual campus. 

ECTS BREAK-DOWN 

Face-to face: 4.5 

Not-face to –face: 1.5 

Important note: Both the distribution of theoretical and practical teachings and the percentage of 

attendance may be altered by the changes that may occur due to the health crisis of COVID-19 and 

always in accordance with what has been decided by the academic authorities. Possible changes 

will be duly communicated to the students. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHODS:  

To pass the course students will have to succeed a final exam (>4.5) and to complete and 

submit at least the 80% of a number of laboratory activities. Some of the lab classes will 

involve the use of software (E-prime, Excel, Word). 

80% of attendance to lab activities is required to pass the course. 

Final note: 

Final Exam (70%) + Lab activities and final assignment (30%)  

Following Art. 5  del Real Decreto 1125/2003, final note will be as follows: 

0-4,9: Suspenso (SS). 

5,0-6,9: Aprobado (AP). 

7,0-8,9: Notable (NT). 

9,0-10: Sobresaliente (SB). 

 

A second examination in June will be allowed for those students who failed to pass the 

exam in May. 

 

Important note: The evaluation methods could be altered by the changes that may occur 

due to the health crisis of COVID-19 and always in accordance with what is decided by the 

academic authorities. Possible changes will be duly communicated to the students. 

 

 



BRIEF PROGRAMME OUTLINE 

1.  Definition and types of Attention 

2. Introduction to theoretical accounts and models of attention. 

3. Automatic and controlled processing 

4. Selective Attention 

5. Divided Attention 

6. Sustained Attention 

7. Executive functions, Attention and control.  

8. Neurocognitive perspective: Networks of attention. 

     Additional Topics may be discussed in seminars and hands-on activities 
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